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Getting voices heard,
shaping change




Responding to the Big Society
One EM is co-ordinating a series of papers focussing on the VCS response to Big Society; what opportunities exist moving forward, challenges to be overcome and how Big Society cuts across existing work on specialist agendas such as environment, health and equalities.

For background information on Big Society, please see the One EM Big Society web page at www.oneeastmidlands.org.uk/bigsociety, where you will find briefings and original documents, plus a presentation summarising the key points.
To inform our responses we would like you to consider the following questions:
	1. Service delivery – how can involving local people in public service delivery improve outcomes?  Do you have any examples?

	

	2. Support – what practical support will be needed for groups and communities to achieve Big Society and who is best placed to provide it?

	

	3. Volunteers - What are the challenges and opportunities for volunteering in Big Society?

	

	4. Local public sector – when have the community and public sector worked well together and how can this be improved and / or replicated?

	

	5. Funding and resources – will Big Society improve or reduce sustainability of groups and how?  Who is likely to suffer most and why?  Who is likely to gain and why?

	

	6. Equality – can everyone participate?  Is Big Society geared more towards some than others and why?  What other factors influence individual’s ability to engage?

	

	7. Timescales – any to consider?  Will timing be an issue in relation to any of the above?  Can timing issues turn threats to opportunities and vica versa?

	

	8. Scale – in your area of expertise what can sensibly be done at local and national scale?  Are there things that require ‘intermediary’ intervention (e.g. regional) and why?

	


Case Studies:

Lastly, we would like to highlight any existing examples and case studies of high impact VCS activity.  If you have any case studies to submit please let us know.  

Tell us about you:

	Name of organisation 
	

	Name of person submitting
	

	Organisation type (Charity, local group etc)
	

	Theme or focus

(rural, health, older people etc)
	

	Contact details

	


Please send your response to us at:

Office@one-em.org.uk.  Please put ‘Big Society Response’ in the subject line followed by your organisation’s name.
You can send responses to:

One East Midlands, 7 Mansfield Road, Nottingham NG1 3FB

Or call us to talk it through – 0115 934 8471
